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INTRODUCTION

Discipleship Course

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”

Jesus Christ

Welcome to the Charlton & Blackheath Discipleship Course. �Disciple� is the word used in the Bible
to describe those who were followers of Jesus Christ. This course is designed to help you to under-
stand and explore what it means to be a disciple of Jesus.

Each topic follows a similar pattern:

A brief outline of the topic

Verses from the Bible which help to explain it

Questions to help explore it further and provide a thought provoking challenge

We hope that you enjoy following the course and find it helpful in your spiritual walk.
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CHURCH

What is the Church?
Many people think that the Church is a building
where religious people hold services. The word
really means a group of people who gather
together.

Called

Jesus personally called His first disciples,
fishermen by the Lake Galilee, to follow Him.
They left their boats and their nets and did just
that. The Church of Jesus Christ is made up of
those who have responded to the call of Jesus to
follow Him. This call involves repentance
(turning around from the old way of life towards
Jesus and a new way) and faith (trusting Jesus
completely).

Body

Another description of the Church found in the
New Testament is the �body of Christ�. After
His resurrection, Jesus returned to His father in
heaven and now has no physical body to carry
out His will on earth. The Church (the body of
Christ) has the responsibility of acting on Jesus�
behalf.

We must remember that in a physcial body each
individual part is important to the whole.  All the
various limbs need to work together so that the
body functions properly. This is also true with
the Church.  Each individual disciple is
important to the whole body.

Pause for thought . . .

What is the implication of Romans 12:4-8
for

� the Church
� You as an individual?

Read Ephesians 5:25-27. Paul compares

Jesus to a

The Church to a

This means that the Church is the B _  _  _  E  of
Christ. In the ideal relationship between husband
and wife what would you expect to be the most
important feature? __  __  __  __
What does this tell about relationships in the
Church?

Have you responded to the call of Jesus to
follow Him? If you have what difference has it
made to your life? If you have not perhaps you
should consider it!

Word Study - Church

EKKLESIA (Greek) - literally
�called out�.  It means a gathering of

people, assembly, congregation.  It is used in
the New Testament in two ways:

1 The universal church (catholic with a small
�c�).  All true believers wherever they are and
whatever local group they belong to.

2 Believers who meet in local groups (such as
CBCF)

The Bible speaks . . .

Read Matthew 4:18-20
1 Corinthians 12:27



Page 4

CBCF Discipleship

CHURCH

Further study . . .

Read 1 Corinthians 12:14-26. Paul describes how God has made the human body of many parts,
all of which play an important part in its proper working. How can we apply this picture to the
Church. What might happen if some parts do not work properly? How would it affect the whole
body?
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BAPTISM

Word Study - Baptise

BAPTIZO (Greek), to dip or
immerse. Used when cloth was

dipped into dye to establish its colour.

What is Baptism?

The Church is a gathering of people, a
community of disciples (those who have
repented and believed in Jesus Christ). When a
believer is baptised he or she is immersed totally
in water as a symbol that they have died to their
old life and risen to new life as a disciple of
Jesus. This is a public witness to their belief and
commitment.

Baptism is sometimes called a �Gospel
Ordinance� because Jesus commanded His
disciples to be baptised. (Matthew 28:16-20) In
the New Testament Baptism was clearly by total
immersion. Some people may have been
�christened� as a baby but this is not the same as
being baptised as a believer, because baptism is a
sign that a person is a disciple of Jesus, someone
who has repented and believed!

The Bible speaks . . .

Read the following:

Jesus Himself was baptised - Mark 1:9-11
The Ethiopian Convert - Acts 8:27-38

Pause for thought. . .

� Read and discuss Romans 6:1-14

� Have you been baptised as a
believer? If you have, what did it
mean to you? If you have not
yet been baptised, perhaps this topic
has helped you to see that the Bible
teaches that being baptised is not a
matter of choice, but of obeying the
Lord Jesus Christ. If you would like
to discuss this further, talk to your
group leader.

Further study . . .

In the Old Testament there are many �types�. A �type� (Gk. Antitupon meaning �a
like figure�) is a pictorial way of seeing New Testament principles in the Old
Testament. �Types� are God�s previews of what is to come.

It is worth studying two �types� of baptism:

Noah and the Ark (Genesis chapters 5 - 9) and Israel passing through the Red Sea (Exodus 14)

In the second, for example, Egypt represents the world, the old life; the Red Sea, the waters of
baptism; the other side of the sea, new life. All trace of the Egyptians is drowned in the sea and
there can be no going back because the sea which had opened to let the Israelites through
closes again. Can you work out what this represents in baptism?


















































